BARTONELLA ALERT
All pet owners need to be aware of an emerging zoonotic health risk from Bartonella Species.  Bartonella is best known as the causative agent for Cat Scratch Fever in humans.  The bacteria is a Gram-negative bacteria commonly found in the stool of fleas and can infect numerous blood sucking insects.

Bartonella infects people by contaminating the body, claws, hair coats, or mouth of cats, dogs, and a number of other animals that are in contact with humans.  A bite, claw wound, or body contact with an open wound can transfer the parasite and cause human infection.

Bartonellosis 
Bartonellosis often mild but in serious cases it can affect the whole body. Early signs are fever, fatigue, headache, poor appetite, and an unusual, streaked rash. Swollen glands are typical, especially around the head, neck and arms. 

Diagnosis

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) and tissue biopsy can be used; however they are also insensitive, as are standard blood tests.

Treatment

Erythromycin and doxycycline have been used successfully for standard Bartonella, but tick-borne Bartonella is different and recommends levofloxacin or, for children under 18, azithromycin.
Prevention 

Prevention of Bartonellosis should involve good flea and blood sucking insect control on pets and in the environment.  Careful handling of animals to avoid bite, scratch, or contact with any open wounds is important.  Flea and tick prevention should be conducted all year round with approved products advised for use by your veterinarian.
If you suspect a Bartonella problem with your pet or animals contact your veterinarian for testing.  Testing can be complex and expensive.  Also, pets may not be the only source of human infection.  Early diagnosis and treatment can prevent chronic problems and even more expensive testing and treatment for this disease.  ALWAYS PRACTICE GOOD FLEA AND TICK CONTROL ALL YEAR ROUND.
